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MELODIC STRUCTURE SCORE 
Sibelius 

Using the notation program Sibelius create a score which demonstrates all of the compositional 
devices used in the Melodic Structure Assignment 

 
 

Today’s technology gives composers, musicians, and music enthusiasts additional tools which 
can help in the creative process.  Use the following prompts to see how the computer can help us 
to immediately see and hear the effects of the compositional devices. 

 
 
 

Click on the Sibelius icon found on the program dock located at the bottom of your screen. 
 

1. When you arrive at the Quick Start Menu click on “Start a new score.”  Then click “OK.” 
 

2. In the New Score dialogue box scroll down the Manuscript Paper template window and 
select “CONCERT BAND, SMALL.”  Then click “NEXT”. 

 
3. For the next three screens simple click “NEXT” to move past the House Style, Time 

Signature and Tempo, and Key Signature dialogue screens.  
 

4. When you arrive at the NEW SCORE dialogue screen enter the  
Title: Mary Had a Little Lamb 
Composer/Songwriter: Traditional Melody Arranged by (Enter Your First and Last Name) 
Copyright: Public Domain 

  
Flute/Oboe-Original Melody = First, using step time entry (utilising your computer mouse) 
choose notes from the “Keypad” note palette and enter the original melody found in the Melodic 
Structure assignment. You will use 4 measures. 
 
Now copy this melody to measures 1-4 on each staff of your score except the Percussion track.  
 
How to copy: 
In order to do this you will need to press & hold the SHIFT key of your computer keyboard and 
then click onto measure 1 and then on measure 4 to highlight your target information.  Now copy 
this information using APPLE-C  or the EDIT menu COPY.  Using your mouse click on the 
destination measure and PASTE the information.   
 
Clarinet in Bb-Repetition = Highlight and copy measures 1-4 of this part and paste the 
information starting on measure 5 of the same part.  
 
 
Alto Saxophone-Retrograde = Highlight measures 1-4 of this part.  Go to the PLUG-INS menu.  
Go to Composing Tools.  Select RETROGRADE.  Then click Yes. You need to Then select OK.  
The program will create the desired result in a new part that has to be copied back into your score.    



 
Tenor Saxophone-Inversion = Highlight measures 1-4 of this part.  Go to the PLUG-INS menu.  

Go to Composing Tools.  Select INVERT. Then click Yes. In the next dialogue box 
you and to set your line of symmetry as the note E.  Invert about: the note E. 

 
Trumpet in Bb-Inverse retrograde = Highlight measures 1-4 of this part.  Use the 

RETROGRADE instructions for Trumpet in Bb.  Then follow the 
INVERSION instructions for the same part.  

 
Horn in F- Transposition = Highlight measures 1-4 of this part.  Go to the NOTES menu.  Select 

TRANSPOSE.  Transpose to the key of D by selecting Up, Major, 2nd (click on 
the word octave to give you the interval choices). 

 
Trombone/Baritone-Diminution = Highlight measures 1-4 of this part.  Go to the PLUG-INS 

menu.  Go to Notes and Rests.  Select HALVE NOTE VALUES.  Then click Yes, 
then OK.  The program will create the desired result in a new part that has to be 
copied back into your score.    

 
Tuba- Augmentation = Highlight measures 1-4 of this part.  Go to the PLUG-INS menu.  Go to 

Notes and Rests.  Select DOUBLE NOTE VALUES.  Then click Yes, then OK.  
The program will create the desired result in a new part that has to be copied back 
into your score.    

**Notes in red are out of the range of that particular instrument.  Transpose this part down two 
octaves—see transposition. 
 

 
5. When you have completed your work, go to the FILE menu again and select SAVE AS.  

Save your file in the MY DOCUMENTS folder appropriate to your Grade, and ensemble 
using your first and Last Name followed by the words MELODIC STRUCTURE 
SCORE.   

E.g.  Michael Johnson MELODIC STRUCTURE SCORE, in the Grade 11 Band folder.  
 


